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THE MERCANTILE LICENSE.

One of the most important bills which has yet come before
the Legislature is now being considered by the members of
the Senate and will bear a good deal of scrutiny before passage.
The act referred" to is that on mercantile licenses. The Senate
Committee on Ways and Means has changed the bill from
the one which came from the House till it can hardly be rec-

ognized and, before the Senate is through with it, it is safe to
guess that many other changes will be made. It is designed
to meet a rather unusual situation.

In the past few years this city has been invaded by a num-
ber of "agencies," which sell large amounts of goods to the
retail trade of the Territory but which carry no stock, hand-
ling the various lines through samples alone, and therefore
pay very little in taxes to assist the Territorial treasury.
Thev have an additional advantage over the regular whole
saler who not only must carry a large stock but also must
pay, besides warehouse charges, freight to this city and. then
from here to such" port on the other islands as it is desired to
send the goods. To equalize 'tins it is proposed to charge the
legitimate wholesale firms, that is these carrying a stock of
over 15,000 111 value, a license fee of $100 per year, while
those carrying less than this amount (the agencies) must pay

250 annually. "
So far as the larger firms in the agency business are con

corned this is very well, in fact the fee could probably be rais
ed without doing any great amount of harm, but there are
also the small men to be considered. In this city there are
many men who have the agencies of one or perhaps two main
land firms, and from their business they are able to scrape
through with just about a livelihood. The demanding of an
annual fee of 2o0 from them would drive them out of busi
ness, which no one can arcue would be richt. Some
amendment which will treat them with more fairness should1
be brought up and made to the bill before it is passed.

TRADE OF .HAWAII.

According to the monthly summary of commerce of the
Bureau of Statistics, department of Commerce and Labor,
for January the total value of shipments of domestic mer-
chandise from the United States to Hawaii for that morith
was 1,517,009, against 1,000,350 for the corresponding
month hist year. This makes the handsome increase of 541,-25- 3.

For tlfe seven months ending January the importations
of domestic merchandise from the States were of the value
of 9,832,703 against 8,712,92-- for the corresponding period
endin" in 1908, or an increase of 1,119,779. There was an
increase of 135,327 in the shipments of foreign merchandise
hither from the States for the same seven months, those of
tho 190S ending period being 242,197 and those of the 1909
ending period 377,524,

Shipments of domestic merchandise from Hawaii to the
United States for January last amounted in value to 2,459,
489, against 1,352,S04 for the corresponding month of last
year. This is an increase of 1,100,785, or more than double
that of importations of domestic merchandise from the States
For the seven months ending January this year the shipments
of domestic merchandise from Hawaii to the States were 18,
747,243 in value, as compared with 17,G0S,71S for the cor
responding period ending January 1908, an increase of 1,
138,525 'or a little more than the month's increase already
noted

Hawaii imported from foreign countries in the seven
mouths ending January merchandise to the value of 2,199,-83- 3,

against 2,000,519 for the corresponding period ending
in 190S, a decrease of 400,080. Imports from Japan for the
3909 ending period were 980,592, a decrease of. 109,101
(which is probably accounted for by the starting of a sake
distillery here); from France, 8,955, a decrease of 12,840;
from Oormany, 103,150, a decrease of 103,980; from vhe
United Kingdom, 204,755, an "increase of .12,001; from Can-
ada, 10,S02, a decrease of G,553; from Argentina nothing, a
necrojuse 01 .j.iu,iu; irom UliUe, 42,309, a decrease of 35
UU; from Chinese Empire, 3,997, a decrease of 2,907; from
.iHi mines, .yy, u.$, a decrease of 51,5)45;. fromHongkong,

183,004, a decrease of 40,805; from Australasia, etc., 281,-45- 9,

an increase of 08,530; from other countries,' trifling
amounts including 2,370 from the Philippines, an increase
of 1,570. Domestic exports to foreign countries amounted
to 4(5,523 in the last seven mouths referred to, an increase
of 9,333. Japan took 10,094,,a decrease of 4,188; the
lppines, 3,479, an increase of 1,059; Canada, 15,400, an in-
crease of 7,951; Australasia, etc., 0,0S7, an increase of 3,- -
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883 in the later period, an increase of 150,120 over the seven
months ending January last year. Wool at 28,433 shows a!
decline of about 10,000, and hides and skins "at 85,782 an'
advance of 41,023, for the seven mouths ending January last. I

Rice shipments for the periods compared show an increase of
59,340, the value for the Infer seven months being 153,305.

prohibition of liquor which will allow favored classes easy
scope for the indulgence of the appetite is not "the straight1
goods." The dispensary plan, with or without medical pros-- '
criptions, has not proved a success anywhere. The prohibi-- 1

tion of opium formerly in Hawaii, as now in China, Avent to
the use of the drug. Until a commonwealth or a community
can stand for the same stringency of liquor prohibition, the
only effective check on the drink evil must be through such
regulation as will leave as much liberty to the poor as to the'
rich. The poor are as much entitled to indulgence as the
ricii, aim uie ricu as mucn enuueu iu protection iroin uiu
damage of habit as the poor. This is America.

Many cases of illness would be avoided and lives be
lengthened in Honolulu if those in charge of places of assem
bly intelligently managed the ventilation. The manipulation
of doors and windows in churches, theaters and halls is often
such as to appear designed to throw a deadly blast m the backs
of people or drafts upon the tops of their heads. There have
been instances, too, where doorkeepers have ignored requests
to close doors even after seeing a stampede of folks from ex
posed seats. Often women in assemblies are compelled to
resume their oufdoor wraps to protect themselves, when cir-

cumstances forbid--" a change of seats.

That strange elation you see pictured in all faces along the
street is caused By the knowledge that the legislators have
been unable to find lyfy fault with the Nnuanu dam.

THE ELUFORD

SCENE FH OM "PALS."

The after-Lente-n season offers many
attractions to theater-goe- n but none
will prove of. .greater interest than
the engagement of the Elleiord Com-
pany at the Orpheutn, which begins
Monday, April' 12, In that delightful
comedy-melodram- a,. "Pals," from the
pen of - Edmond Day, a rising young
author "who ,ha "Tho Roundup" and
several other big metropolitan suc-

cesses to his credit. For a type of col-

lege play it "holds the record in all
the Eastern cities where it lias been
pleasing large audiences the last three
seasons; Jn the story as well as the
atmospheric effects and the brilliant
acting of tho company tho Ellefords
have scored one of their biggest hits.
To most theater-goer- s this play is like
a familiar and well-love- d friend, so
familiar aro tho different characters
in the play. The heart interest is up-

permost, but there is plenty of good
clean comedy, witty lines and droll
situations that keep ono constantly
amused and entertained. Pletro Sosso
and Lawrence Underwood, as the col-

lege chums who are in love with the
same girl, are exceedingly clever In
tho part. "Tho girl" is delightful Miss
Luce and she has no difficulty In giv- -

WOMAN 'S NATIONAL

1
A large and representative company

of women gathered on Wednesday af-
ternoon on the roomy lanal of the
Pleasanton to attend a meeting of the
Hawaiian branch of the Woman's Na-
tionalRivers and Harbors Congress,
and of all interested Jn the work of
conservation. Mrs. Augustus Knua-ser- i,

' vice president for Hawaii, pro-side- d,

and reported on tho growing in-

terest in tho movement as evidenced
by tho growing membership in the
organization. It Is but four weeks
since tho first conservation meeting
was held, and since then 33 indivi-
duals and two clubs have joined tno
Woman's National Rivers and Harbors
Congress, bringing tho total member-
ship In Honolulu up to 232. Large
Committees on Publicity and Educa-
tion have been formed, with chair-
men on each of tho largo islands.

Mrs. W, W. Hall, regent of the
Aloha Chapter ot tho Daughters of

GDWIPANY'S OPENING

lng just the right touch to the char-
acter. George Hernandez is one of the
big laughing hits, of the show, in tho
role of a country'' "rube" who tries
to play valet and waiter both in one.
Miss Due is piquant and charming as
the wronged girl, and the little jcity
waif who goes to the country to be
reformed Is capably taken by Margaret
Marriot who gets all tho laughs there
are in it. Lloyd Edwards has never
appeared to better advantage than in
the part of the f'hunchback" and loyal
friend, and in ono of tho metropolitan
papers his work was highly com-
mended by the critics who likened his
character work to that of Mansfield.
The rest of the characters are all poi-tray- ed

in a way that preserves the
atmosphere of the piece and with the
aid of artistic .stage settings and ap-

propriate costumes makes this one or
the notable productions of the Elle-for- d

engagement. Appearing between
acts Is tho famous Osborn duo, two
of the cleverest youngsters on the
stage today. Great things have been
predicted for these little artists, and
their many Honolulu friends are de- -
lighted to hear of their return.

RIVERS

HARBORS CONGRESS

tho American Revolution, read a paper
from the text "No man liveth to him-
self," and by apt stories illustrated
tho need ot preserving for future gen-
erations tho diminishing resources of
our once richly wooded ana watered
land. Sho spoke of the interest the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion aro taking in tho work and of
their decision to, offer a prize to the
students of Oahu College and he ey

High School for the best es-
say on conservation.

The first club to Join the Woman's
National Rivers and Harbors Congress
was tho Kumuwela Club, a club of
teachers organized last summer for
summer camping and outipgs. The
idea originated with Mr. Augustus
Knudsen, who mado possible the first
camping trip to tho little rorost basin
Kumuwela far up in tho DeauWul
Walmea Canyon of Kauai..

Miss Mlnnio Reed read a vivid des- -

SUIT CASES
SOLE LEATHER, WILLOW, CANE AND SHEEPSKIN, IN

ALL SIZES AND STYLES. CHILDREN'S SCHOOL
BAGS. COMPLETE ASSORTMENT.

Lewis & Co., Ltd.
K.NoTtS AN' TRAVELLERS'

169 EMPOR,Uhone m

crlptlon of the camp and Us surround-
ings and offered some "suggestions"
on behalf of tho club, notably tho es-

tablishment of nubile camping places
and tho organization of summer camp-
ing schools and the Introduction of
Insectivorous, perching song birds, as'

i .1 .... . . i .. I

i uuuiiuui'iiuuu uy iur. vuu uiuv, mu
federal entomologist.

Miss Lulu Law, president of tho
Normal School Conservation Club, told
of tho Interest Its members are tak-

ing In' tho subject and of their efforts
to' fit themselves to educate tho chil-

dren of tho schools In Conservation.
Mrs. F. M. Swanzy read an inter-

esting paper on "Tho Value of tho Ha
waiian Forest," noting the sad des-- (

tructlon of valuable timber, and tho
steps already taken by the Hawaiian
Legislature for tho preservation and
extension of tho forests, and the im-
portance of awakening such public
sentiment as shall carry the project
still further.

The closing paper was read by 7,rr&.
VVT F. Frear pn "Tl3 Spirit of Con-
servation In tho Home." Sho em-
phasized the opportunities of the mo-
ther of n family In "tho practice of
domestic nnd therapeutic economy"
and in creating In those whom sho
could influence tho right attitude of
mind tdward tho conservation of all
natural resources, and in reinforclns
public opinion which s back of all
great movements and reforms.

IU1 TO

KALAUPAPA

The steamer Kea will sail at
10 o'clock tonight with tho members
of tho Legislature, members of t.h

Board of Health and a few Invited
guests for the leper settlement on Mo-lok- ai.

Tomorrow will be spent at Ka-
laupapa and Kalawao, and the steam-
er will arrive back in Honolulu early
Sunday night

On account of bad reports of heavy

e-- o

1

V

Mauna

ALPINE

northeast winds, which camo from
tho other Islands yesterday nnd this
morning, tho doprjjf'of tho excur-

sion was held in some doubt tills
morning. A wireless was sent to Mo-loka- l,

however, to find out Just what
tho situation was off Kalaupapa. An
answer came about 10 o'clock. It was
of such a satisfactory character that
tho trip was decided upon as above
outlined.

.

SPRING

MEDICINES I

Are necessary to the system. You
can geUgoqd, had and indiffer-
ent, In somo shops but

Sulphur and
Cream of

Tartar
Tablets

belong to the class of standards.
Relief quickly follows when they
are used.

BENSON SMITH,

& CO,, LTD,

Fort and Hotel Streets.

Is known everywhere as the if

BEST
There's no giiess-yvor- k about it f

Try it and see
YOUR GROCER HAS IT I

FOR EASTER
Bushels of Novelties for the Easter Season.

PANORAMA EGGS, CANDY EGGS IN NESTS,
BEAUTIFUL BUNNIES, CUNNING CHICKS
READY FOR YOU NEXT MONDAY.

Hot -j-- Buns
.Gopd Fndciy

ORDER EARLY.

THE PALM
HOTEL, NEAR UNION.

We Solicit.Your

PATRONAGE
Tho Meats will be the BEST and the service

will la model for others to copy.

itroiolitai Market
W. F. Hoilbron, Proprietor. Phone 45.

The "Stiirlef"
pnppv

Orders
TaKen

For
Seeds

SEE Window Display

1 BUSI OK tO

LIMITED.

TORT BTRHHT.

Don t Use
Glasses

Unless you need, them and when yo
do need them to sure they fit you- -
We will give you a thorough examina-
tion, and if you don't need glasaea
will tell you; if you do will sell yo
the best

H,F, ! CO,, LTD.

Optical Department.

DR. F. SCHURMANN
Optician.

ST'TPTTtf W A V
STARR AND OTHER PIAN03.
THAYER PIANO CO.

156 Hotel St., Opp. Young Hotel.
Phone 218. JTUNING GUARANTEED. ft

LAUHALA j. . .

11 sizes, double, re- - i

yerslble. Best Qua-lt- y.

Fkns, Canes,
asketery, Tapa!s,

H AWAII & SOUTH
SEAS CURIO CO.
'Under the Electric
Sign, Hotel StJ

Alex. Young Bldg. .

All kinds WRAPPING PAPERS and
TWINES, POINTING and WRITINQ
PAPERS.
AMERICAN-HAWAIIA- PAPER A

8UPPLY CO, LTD.
QEO. Q. GUILD, General Manager.

Fort and Queen Streets.
Honolulu. PHONE 410

I IJ&UH

New shipment ot patterns and
styles for 1909 Just received.

J. Horro & Co. I
J 185 King Street.

Latest Paqii Jflodels
FOR

The Swellest Gowns.

Davison
YOUNG BUILDING ROOM 72

PRIMO I

GET A BEAUTIFUL FRAME
for your Xmas picture gifts. Beautiful
suggestions In Frames. Hand carved
and others.

PACIFIC PICTURE FRAMING CU.

FOR SALE.

Stoves nnd Rangeg for all purposes
Water pipe in sizes up to 2 in. and

fittings to 4 Inch.
A largo variety ot galvanized tanks.
Solar Heaters 30 to 100 gallons capa-

city.
Two Latrines, seat, suitable for

school or plantation use.
EMNELUTH, & CO., LTD.

Phone1 211. "
145 King Str


